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HISTORY OF RELIGIONS 

Whitehead, Henry. The Village Gods of South India. Oxford: University 

Press, 1916. 172 pages. 2s.6d. 

This is the first of a series of volumes on the religious life of India now being edited 
by J. N. Farquhar, M.A., literary secretary of the National Council, Y.M.C.A., India 
and Ceylon. The author, Bishop Whitehead, is well known as a thoroughgoing and 
original student of missions. He has here given light on a problem scarcely touched 
by conventional works on Hinduism, namely, the actual religious life of village commu- 
nities in India. The book aims at description rather than theory. Ninety female and 
eighteen male deities are listed — of whom less than a dozen appear in Monier-Williams, 
Dubois, or Farquhar — and their worship is discussed in some detail. The animal sacri- 
fices, running into thousands at the larger feasts, the offerings of cereals, and such weird 
rites as walking unharmed with bare feet over glowing beds of coals are described at 
length. Added chapters on "The Folklore of the Gods of South India," "The 
Probable Origin of Their Worship," and an estimate of the social, moral, and religious 
value of these cults, complete the book. The author thinks that the Christian attitude 
toward them should be "the same attitude that the Jewish prophets took toward 
the local Semitic cults in Palestine, with all their idolatrous and immoral associations." 

The materials are either such as were collected by the author in his work among 
the Telugus, Kanarese, and Tamils, or else were the reports of eyewitnesses. 

This book will be an invaluable aid to the understanding of Indian village life, 
and gives a mass of new material for the study of comparative religion. 

W. D. S. 

Jordan, Louis Henry. Comparative Religion — Its Adjuncts and Allies. 
London: Oxford University Press, 1915. xxxii-f 574 pages. 12s. 

Jordan, Louis Henry. Comparative Religion — Its Range and Limitations. 

London: Oxford University Press, 1916. 15 pages, is. 

Mr. Jordan has long been an ardent advocate of the science of comparative religion 
as "a separate and self-governing discipline." He has written extensively with the 
purpose of defining the field, the task, and the method of the new science. The present 
volume, Comparative Religion — Its Adjuncts and Allies, of which the pamphlet forms 
one chapter, serves two purposes. In the first place it attempts to define the field 
of comparative religion by a consideration of those studies which are closely related 
to it, but which can be shown not to be identical with it. On the other hand, by an 
examination of these related studies the author is able to show the avenues of approach 
to his own field and the sources from which its material can be drawn. In carrying 
out his purpose he has considered anthropology, ethnology, sociology, archaeology, 
mythology, philology, psychology, and the history of Religions. In each case a selec- 
tion from recent publications has been made of books that bear in some way upon 
religion. The more important ones are reviewed at some length. In this way the 
author shows the contributions which these sciences make to the study of religion 
and at the same time points out that there is one aspect of the matter with which no 
one of them is competent to deal, and which should be reserved for the science that is 
to be — comparative religion. There is also included a list of publications issued by 
various congresses and learned societies, as well as a survey of periodical literature 
which deals more or less with the subject of religion. 
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Perhaps the chief value of the book for the student of religion lies in the fact that 
it presents a select bibliography of the subject for the years 1910-14. 

F. A. S. 

Stuntz, Homer C. South American Neighbors. New York: Missionary 

Education Movement, 1916. x+ 21 2 pages. $0.60. 

This book, although confessedly written "in the crowded hours of a busy year," 
accomplishes very well the purpose of the author, namely, to present for the use of 
mission-study classes the great problems lying before our missionaries in the South 
American field. The book is neatly divided into eight chapters of twenty-five pages 
each. Because of this mechanical division, certain important phases of the subject, 
such as social factors, present-day religious problems, and education, receive less 
attention than they should. At the back of the book are valuable statistics of 
Protestant missions, population and school statistics, a full bibliography, a list of 
mission boards and correspondents, and a very good small map of the continent. 

Although necessarily brief and incomplete, the author very interestingly reviews 
the resources of South America, its fascinating history, the reasons for its slowness of 
development, some of the great missionary pioneers, and the outstanding problems of 
religion, education, and morals which are confronting statesmen and missionaries alike. 
He shows the inadequacy of the prevailing religion, and brings out clearly the para- 
lyzing effects of the system of vast landed estates and the low position assigned to 
woman in society. He presents also some very interesting comparisons between 
North America and Latin America in history, purposes, and life. 

Toward the close of the book the author outlines a program of mission work for 
the continent. He raises many questions, political, educational, industrial, religious 
— questions which many people have not realized, and which are yet deserving of care- 
ful study. Dr. Stuntz is to be commended for bringing them to the attention of those 
who are eager to see clearly the great forward steps which remain to be taken to win 

this continent for Christ. 

L. T. H. 



MISCELLANEOUS 

Carus, Paul. The Venus of Milo. An Archaeological Study of the Goddess 
of Womanhood. Chicago: Open Court Publishing Co., 1916. 182 pages. 
$1 . 00. 

This little book begins with an account of the discovery in 1820 of the statue 
commonly known as the Venus of Milo. This is followed by an aesthetic appreciation 
of the statue, a discussion of possible restorations, and other such matter. The first 
third of the book is thus occupied. The remainder is devoted to the meaning of 
Aphrodite to the Greeks, to the supposedly kindred myths and cults in other lands, 
and to ideas entertained by various peoples in regard to the origin of woman. Here 
the wide reading of the author is impressively displayed. The present reviewer, being 
unversed in some of these fields of knowledge and speculation, can only report that 
those portions of the book which are concerned with Greek religion and Greek archae- 
ology had better not have been written. Inadequacy and error are on every page. 

It is a pity. 

F. B. T. 



